
For Immediate Release                                                                                         June 28, 2019 
  

Contact: Warren Etheredge, warren@wallawallamoviecrush.com, 206.291.7353 
  
  

THE THIRD CRUSH IS THE CHARM! 
Walla Walla Movie Crush returns “shortly” for Year 3 

  
After a successful launch in 2017, the Walla Walla Movie Crush returns to the GESA Power 
House Theatre July 12th-14th, 2019 for its third annual celebration of American short cinema. 
The festival will screen 128 films, including 12 World Premieres, over the course of three days, 
plus will include a festive Awards Ceremony on Sunday night. 
  
Movies will screen in hour-long blocks on Friday, July 12th (6-10pm), on Saturday, July 13th 
(11am-5pm, 7pm-10pm) and on Sunday, July 14th (noon-5pm, 7-10pm) at the GESA Power 
House Theatre (111 N 6th Ave, Walla Walla, WA 99362).  Every year the Movie Crush shows a 
diverse collection of the best new American shorts, thematically presented in programmed 
packages.  Over the course of the weekend one might see a mix of documentaries, narratives, 
animation, music videos, and so on. Also, for the first time, the Movie Crush will offer a package 
of family-friendly shorts at 10am on Saturday morning, in partnership with and hosted by the 
Walla Walla Public Library. 
  
The Sunday evening session will feature ten brand-new short films created specifically for the 
Walla Walla Movie Crush in response to this prompt: The Rule of Three. These “Challenge” 
films will be created by a pantheon of talents; this year’s’ participants are: Wenjo Carlton & 
Anne Hanson, Sue Corcoran, Kate Graves, Courtenay Johnson, Nardeep Khurmi, Mark 
Millhone, Patrick Smith, Lindsay Stidham, Amanda Lovejoy Street, and Jacques 
Thelemaque.. The “Challenge” films are unseen by anyone, including the Crush staff, until they 
hit the screen at 7pm. Each is less than seven minutes long. What we do know is this year’s 
batch will include some live-action, some animation, some narrative, and some documentary. 
Participating filmmakers range in variety from a young woman whose work was presented in our 
2018 Youth Shorts package, to a former winner of a Student Academy Award for his first short 
film, to the co-founder of the prestigious Filmmaker’s Alliance, to a all-female team rising to the 
Crush Challenge for the third year in a row. 
  
The “Challenge” screening will be followed immediately by an awards ceremony during which 
top honors will be bestowed in accordance with the votes of juries comprised of Oscar®-winning 
and critically acclaimed filmmakers and industry pros, such as Ryan Fleck and Anna Boden 
(the makers of CAPTAIN MARVEL), actress Piper Perabo, and animator Max Porter, whose 
Oscar®-nominated short NEGATIVE SPACE played at the 2018 Movie Crush. (For a full list of 
jurors, visit https://www.themoviecrush.com/awards-jury-2019.)  Winners will be determined for 
the following categories: Best Narrative Short, Best Documentary Short, Best Animated Short, 
Best Youth Short, Best Short Screenplay, and Best Performance. Additionally, the Artistic 
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Director will bestow the 3rd Annual Curator’s Choice Award. All awardees will be presented with 
a medallion, designed by renowned visualist (and Walla Walla resident), Augusta Sparks 
Farnum. The medallion is an artful representation of the spirit of both Walla Walla and the 
natural beauty of filmmaking. It alludes to military medals, a nod to the Walla Walla Movie 
Crush’s commitment to veterans. 
  
Artistic Director Warren Etheredge is a founding faculty member of the The Red Badge 
Project (http://www.theredbadgeproject.com). Started by veteran actor Tom Skerritt and Army 
Captain Evan Bailey, The Red Badge Project teaches storytelling skills to assist combat 
veterans in coping with post-traumatic stress. Proceeds from the Walla Walla Movie Crush 
benefit The Red Badge Project, specifically its quarterly programs in Walla Walla. 
 
The full line-up of the 3rd Annual Walla Walla Movie Crush is available at: 
https://www.themoviecrush.com/schedule-2019 
  
Here are some highlights and a sneak peek: 
  
POST-TRAUMATIC STRETCH 
 
For those who serve in the military, coming home is too often only half the battle. There are still 
the repercussions — PTSD, moral injury — to combat. There is no one right way to heal, but 
civilians owe vets the effort of hearing their stories. Here, three veterans travel very different 
roads to recovery, via dance, nature and religion.  
 
MALE ORDER PRIDE 
 
Like father? Like son? Not always. Why can’t men of the same bloodline just get along? Why 
must it be, so often, a battle? In a word: Pride. And it is that very same trait that sometimes 
brings out the best in men. Here, five pairs of fathers and sons vie for attention, respect, love 
and peace. 
 
I THINK WE’RE ALONE NOW 
 
Even if surrounded by others, it is easy to feel isolated, insecure, misunderstood. A trucker, a 
dancer, an IT guy, and an assortment of the medicated, dedicated, depressed and hopeful try to 
make peace with the solitude of their individual lives. 
 
BEAUTY SURPRISE 
 
The beauty industry is a $500+ billion per year behemoth. But does our obsession with good 
looks come at an ugly price? A self-proclaimed guru, a salon employee, a yoga denier, a 
plus-size booty queen, a celebrity spray-tanner and a temp spray-tanner urge us to look in the 
mirror. Kiss, tell and make up your own minds. 
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COMING TO AMERICA 
 
Take back your tired, your poor, your huddled masses? As our nation’s leaders redefine 
immigration policy, many remain eager to come to the states… though in this case, getting here 
may not be half the fun. In fact, it may be none of it. Still, America is the draw, and these 
Americans share their stories… hellish, hopeful and honest. 
 
The 2019 Movie Crush trailer reel is available here or by visiting themoviecrush.com. 
  
Tickets are available for purchase online. Day passes are $20; a pass for all three days is 
available for $50. Tickets may be purchased via Eventbrite thru July 11: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/walla-walla-movie-crush-2019-tickets-48291092959   Day-of-show 
tickets will be available at the door of the GESA Power House Theatre (111 N 6th Ave, Walla 
Walla, WA 99362) starting at 5pm on Friday, July 12. 
  
The Walla Walla Movie Crush (www.themoviecrush.com) receives support from The City of 
Walla Walla, the Port of Walla Walla, and the GESA Power House Theatre. Proceeds from the 
Walla Walla Movie Crush go to support The Red Badge Project 
(http://www.theredbadgeproject.com/). 
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